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WASHINGTON, June 16 - React- 
ing to criticism that Washington has 
responded too slowly to the killing in 
Rwanda, the Administration has 
speeded up plans to equip United Na- 
tions peacekeepers there with ar- 
mored personnel carriers, officials 
said today. 

JThe Administration has also de- 
cided to describe the deaths there as 
genocide, alter once instructing its 
spokesmen to say only that “acts of 
genocide may have occurred.” 

^rhe Administration's resolve is be- 
ii^ driven by the White House, which 
hfs faced criticism that its efforts to 
stbp the massacres in Rwanda were 
iqpdequate and ensnared in red tape. 

d The armored vehicles for the ex- 
inded peacekeeping mission are to 
t taken from United States Army 
slicks in Germany. Administration 
officials had said it would take three 
weeks to transport the vehicles to 
Uganda, a delay that would put off the 
deployment of African peacekeeping 
i goops in neighboring Rwanda. 


$ Applying the Right Label 

jjBut Administration officials said a 
plan had been approved today at a 
tfhite House meeting to move the 
vehicles to an Air Force base near 
Frankfurt and begin flying them to 
Uganda on Sunday. 

* Even as the White House was 
putting the finishing touches on its 
fdan, the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee prepared a letter to Presi- 
dent Clinton urging him to acknowl- 
ajige formally that genocide is occur- 
ring in Rwanda. Hundreds of toou- 
9nds of Rwandans have been killed 
Since April 6, when the mysterious 
c^ash of the Rwandan President's 
plane set off a cycle of mass ethnic 
4id political killings. * 

- The letter, which is to be sent on 
Thursday, was signed by virtually all 
the committee members, including 
$enator Claiborne Pell of Rhode Is- 
land, the ranking Democrat, and Sen- 
ator Jesse Helms of North Carolina, 
me senior Republican. 

J The issue of the personnel carriers 
arose last month, when the United 
Rations sought 50 of them for the 
Ghanaian vanguard of an planned 
fcrce of 5,500 peacekeepers, mostly 
African. Only 450 lightly armed 
peacekeepers are currently deployed 
t> Rwanda, far too few even to assure 
tie safety of people in the capital. 

While die Administration has ruled 
put sending United States troops to, 
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No more debates 
over how much the 
U.N. is to pay fo 
trucks. 


training could be compressed into 
a few days. 

Ten armored personnel carriers 
are also being sent from Somalia to 
Rwanda to help equip the peacekeep- 
ers. The Ghanaians have 300 troops in 
Rwanda and 500 more who are ready 
to go as soon as the personnel carri- 
ers arrive. 

Administration officials said today 
that President Clinton and Anthony 
Lake, the national security adviser, 
had been concerned about assertions 
that die Administration was moving 
too slowly and had pressed the Penta- 
gon to step up its efforts. 


The Word Fran Christopher 


The change in the Administration’s 
public statements on the killings In 
Rwanda was reflected in a comment 
on Friday by Secretary of Slate War- 
ren Christopher that acts of genocide 
had occurred in Rwanda, “i think 
that is the operative term, from a 
legal standpoint," he said. “If there is 
any particular magic in calling it 
genocide, 1 have no hesitancy in say- 
ing that" 

The Administration’s previous in- 
structions to officials to say only that 
there may have been acts of genocide 
in Rwanda had brought criticism 
from lawmakers and human rights', 
groups that Washington was trying to 
play down the extent and nature of 
the killing. 
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cargo planes are to fer- 
armored personnel carriers to 
Entebbe, Uganda, for use by Unit- 
Nations troops in Rwanda. 

it is willing to help equip the 
Ferry civilians to safety. 

; his recent trip to Europe, 
ton sakl Washington would 
the armored support neces- 
ie African nations will pro- 
troops." 

die the Pentagon was willing 
te M-113 armored persotmn 
it was not prepared to do so 
insisted that the United Na- 
na burse Washington for use 
ot the vehicles, spare parts and ahip- 
'Entebbe, Uganda, where the 
United Nations would take control, 
to recent days, toe talks appeared 
have Wt a snag when the Pentagon 
raised its cost e s timate . by 50 percent: 
and insisted that toe United Nations 
also pay to fly the vehicles back to 
Germany. That drove the coat to 015 
million, in mason, of whiehwha far , 
* irmhtrtiai ij ~ , . ...«fr 

Tbe.ttoiied Nations, “wflfch uT‘ 
strapped for money to pay for peace- 
keeping operations, banted at toe tn- 
co* 1 and proposed that the 
vriUctes be returned by ship. Today 
Ad mini s t ration officials said the is* ! 
sue had been resolved, essentially ih : 

faw of toe United Nations: toe cost 

wifl be about S10 million, and toe 
vehicles will return by ship. 

A Shiner Timetable 

To speed the shipment, the Air 
Force is to use huge C-5 planes in- 
stead of the smaller C-141’s it had 
tun. Each C-6 gan cany 
vperoonael carriers. Officials said 
■rould take only tour or five days to 
■the vehicles to Uganda. • 
Bkhanaian troops are to goto Enteb- 
Kto learn to use. the vetocles, and 
B»rican officials said 't^ey hopgj. 
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